Lateral Thinking
Formal Tools for Creativity

Random Word Exercise

Introduction:

The random word entry technique is easy to use and very effective
at breaking people out of thinking patterns. It can produce ideas
that are exciting and provocative. The brain is so good at making
connections that it can take two seemingly disconnected thoughts
and finds ways to relate them to each other. In a self-organizing,
pattern-making system, once a pattern is established, you can go
easily along that track; but it is difficult to get out of that track to
access new ideas. Using random word entry helps open pathways
to new ideas for the focus area.

Random word entry is effective when:
* You have a brand new situation and there is no
specific starting point
* The same ideas keep coming up over and over
* ldeas are needed fast (new products, services etc)

Random entries can include words, objects, pictures,
or even sounds. When you don’t have time to collect an
assortment of objects, pictures, etc, then use a random word.

» Select afocus area

e Choose a random word

* Place the word next to the focus area

* Use the random stimulus to pull ideas out of the focus area
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Random Word (example)

Choose a focus from your Creative Hit List. Use one of the Lateral
Thinking tools to generate new and different ideas.

ENTING
TONSTER
NEW WAYS T0
RECOGNIZE
EMPLOYEE
PERFORMANCE
ACTIVITY
CENTER
Focus:
(Topic where new
ideas are needed)
KITCHEN CHEF
Random
Word:
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New ldeas

HAVE N MONTHZY
RECOGNITION DINNER
WITH CEO

POP INTO EMPLOYEES'
OFFICES UNEXPECTEDLY
WITH N PRIZE

TONST EMPZOYEES AT A
MONTHZY CELEBRATION

ARRMNGE TO HAVE
MANY COZLENGUES
SURROUND AND THANK
EMPLOYEES FOR
GOOP WORK

PROVIDE FREE CATERING
SERVICE FOR N WEEK

Y

How
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Random Word

Choose a focus from your Creative Hit List. Use one of the Lateral
Thinking tools to generate new and different ideas.

New ldeas How

Focus:
(Topic where new

ideas are needed)

Random
Word:
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Random Word

Choose a focus from your Creative Hit List. Use one of the Lateral
Thinking tools to generate new and different ideas.

New ldeas How

Focus:
(Topic where new

ideas are needed)

Random
Word:
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List of Random Words

Randomly choose a number without looking at the list. Use the Notes
corresponding word as a stepping stone to create new ideas.

01 soap 21 snow 41 elephant
02 coal 22 gun 42 hat

03 eagle 23 bed 43 party

04 mouse 24 parachute 44 wine

05 camel 25 train 45 card

06 taxi 26 wheel 46 shoe

07 cloud 27 door 47 rose

08 diary 28 shadow 48 church
09 soup 29 frog 49 hospital
10 hair 30 tap 50 hamburger
1M lamp 31 beer 51 smoke
12 lemon 32 farm 52 camera
13 cream 33 ball 53 book

14 picture 34 kitchen 54 president
15 shark 35 computer 55 banana
16 rocket 36 watch 56 button
17 toy 37 nose 57 snail

18 diamond 38 jazz 58 flowers
19 tax 39 balloon 59 artist

20 peach 40 rug 60 apron
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